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SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
A great sign appeared in heaven: a woman 
clothed with the sun, and the moon beneath her 
feet, and on her head a crown of twelve stars.

FIRST READING: Revelation 11:19; 12:1-6, 10.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 45.

RESPONSE:
On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir.

1. The daughters of kings are those whom you favour.
 On your right stands the queen in gold of Ophir. ℟
2. Listen, O daughter, pay heed and give ear;
 forget your own people and your father’s 

house. ℟
3. So will the king desire your beauty.
 He is your lord, pay homage to him. ℟
4. They are escorted amid gladness and joy;
 they pass within the palace of the king. ℟
SECOND READING: 1 Corinthians 15:20-27.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Mary has been taken up into 
heaven; the host of angels rejoices. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Luke 1:39-56.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
All generations will call me blessed, for he who is 
mighty has done great things for me.

❈

❈
CHUR C H  OF  TH E  WOR D

The Assumption of Our Lady  Year A 
Divine Offi ce: Week IV  16 August 2020

Wisdom Literature

Job (with Abraham Grapheus as 
Job) – by Jacob Jordaens

The Wisdom Literature of the Old 
Testament is a beautiful collection of 
proverbs, sayings and refl ections. Its 

seven books are Job, Psalms, Proverbs, 
Qoheleth (Ecclesiastes), 
the Song of Songs, the 
Book of Wisdom and Sirach 
(Ecclesiasticus). Last 
week’s Link spoke of the 
Psalms which are classifi ed 
as Wisdom Literature. 
The Song of Songs is 
one long love poem – 
and it never mentions 
God!  The wonder fu l 
thing, therefore, about 
the Wisdom Literature is 
that it speaks not only 
of “religious” things but 
helps us to appreciate 
the ordinary wonders, 
and work through the 
challenges, of life, for 
which we need common 
sense… or wisdom.

Wisdom comes in many 
forms, not just what we 
learn directly from God 
through revelation. There 
is also the wisdom that 
comes from reflection 
on life experience. Note “refl ection on…”. It 
is not exactly true to say that we learn from 
experience if we have failed to pause awhile 
and ponder on what we have just experienced.

The Wisdom Literature exposes us to the 
reflections and insights that others have 
pondered over many centuries and the bits 
of wisdom they picked up along the way, 
especially Proverbs and Sirach (Ecclesiasticus). 
Some of the wisdom sayings are simply true to 
life. They contain ageless, sensible advice, the 
type of advice your grandmother or grandfather 
gave you but which you did not appreciate at 
the time. Speaking of time, one of the most 
well-known wisdom sayings is: “There is a time 
for everything under the sun; a time for…”. 
(See Ecclesiastes 3:1-8.)

Staying with Ecclesiastes, this book does 

not shy away from questioning hackneyed 
and irrelevant answers to diffi cult questions. 
The “preacher” in Ecclesiastes suggests that 
“all is vanity.” We get so caught up in a rat-

race and forget to see 
the big picture: “What 
has been, will be; what 
has been done before, 
will be done again. There 
is nothing new under the 
sun!” (Ecclesiastes 1:9).

S o m e t i m e s  t h e 
preacher’s words border 
on pessimism, but he is 
only trying to get us to 
see things from a broader 
perspective. He writes 
things like: “You do not 
always know the ways 
of God who is working in 
everything” (Ecclesiastes 
11:5-6). Wisdom requires 
humility. We cannot know 
everything, but we can 
decide what to do with the 
time we have on earth.

At the centre of this 
book is a prayer for 
wisdom, which expresses 
the deep longing of each 
human heart for God, a 

longing that never goes away.
Space allows only a brief word on the Book 

of Job. Job, too, was not afraid to ask hard 
questions. He challenged insuffi cient answers 
to questions about the meaning of suffering, 
loss and death. His “friends” insist that he is 
obviously being punished for something he 
had done to displease God. Knowing that he 
is innocent, Job rejects their diatribes and 
takes his case straight to God – who promptly 
gives him a nature study lesson about the 
dimensions of the Universe, the smallness of 
Job and the greatness of the Creator. In this 
way Job learns the maxim at the heart of all 
the Wisdom Literature: “The fear of the Lord 
is the beginning of wisdom.” See e.g. Proverbs 
1:7; 8:12-13; 9:10; Psalm 111:10; 128:1 and 
Job 20:20-28.
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Mon 17 Aug Liturgy of the Day
Ezekiel 24:15-24; Deut. 32:18-21; Matthew 19:16-22
Are you sometimes unable to surrender the things 
that block your ability to be a true disciple of Christ, or 
are there possessions that stand in the way of authen-
tic Christian living? Place them before God in prayer.

Sun 23 Aug 21ST SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Isaiah 22:19-23; Psalm 138; Matthew 16:13-20
A gratitude journal can change your faith life, helping 
you realise all the good things God puts in your life. Be-
ing grateful for setbacks or disappointments can also 
teach one that God has something better on the way.

Sat 22 Aug  Queenship of Mary
Isaiah 9:2-7; Psalm 113; Luke 1:26-38
Although we now proclaim Mary as Queen of 
Heaven, it is important to remember that she was 
fi rst a teenage girl who responded to God with ab-
solute trust and a faithful willingness to do God's will.

Fri 21 Aug  St Pius X, P
Ezekiel 37:1-14; Psalm 107; Matthew 22:34-40
The second part of today's Gospel passage, that we 
must love ourselves, is a hard one for many. Perhaps  
if we learnt how to forgive ourselves we would also 
be far better equipped and willing to forgive others.

Thu 20 Aug (St Bernard, AbD)  
Ezekiel 36:23-28; Psalm 51; Matthew 22:1-14

There is no doubt that God can change us and 
transform us. But God has a funny way of including 
us in his work. Real change requires our tireless effort 
as well as our total surrender.

Wed 19 Aug (St John Eudes, Pr)
Ezekiel 34:1-11; Psalm 23; Matthew 20:1-16
All of us who make commitments of any kind experi-
ence that living out a promise is an evolving journey, 
but one thing we can be sure of is that a faithful God 
hears our desire and accompanies us on the way.

Tue 18 Aug (Bl. Victoria Rasoamanarivo)  
Ezekiel 28:1-10; Deut. 32:26-28.30.35-36; Matt. 19:23-30
Our God creates and sustains in mystery, but also 
with love and eternal possibility. Carry forward this 
love and possibility through prayer and reaching 
out to others in compassion.

Written by Fathers Larry 
Kaufmann CSsR, Seán Wales 
CSsR and Russell Pollitt SJ.
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“Why are you Weeping?” 
was the question the angels 
put to Mary Magdalen at 
the tomb of Jesus. Mary 
Magdalen’s grief was real 
and it was deep. But as she 
expresses her grief, the 
Risen Christ himself comes 
to her and says, “Mary!” 

Jesus comes to us, too, 
who mourn the death of 
those we have loved. The 
reflections contained in 
this booklet are designed 
to bring us into contact 
with the compassion of 
Jesus as we struggle with 
questions of faith and 
feelings of loss in the face 
of death.
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