
Catholic      inkL

Copyright. Do not reproduce without permission. © Redemptorist Pastoral Publications, P O Box 341, Merrivale, 3291. 
Phone 082 667 3857. Fax 086 545 4381. Email: janet@rpp.org.za. Internet: www.rpp.org.za. Printed by Paarl Media. 

Redemptorist
Publications
SouthAfrica

SUNDAY MASS
ENTRANCE ANTIPHON:
I am the salvation of the people, says the Lord. 
Should they cry to me in any distress, I will hear 
them, and I will be their Lord forever.

FIRST READING: Isaiah 55:6-9.

RESPONSORIAL PSALM: Psalm 145.

RESPONSE:
The Lord is close to all who call him.

1. I will bless you day after day,
 and praise your name forever and ever.
 The Lord is great and highly to be praised;
 his greatness cannot be measured. ℟
2. The Lord is kind and full of compassion,
 slow to anger, abounding in mercy.
 How good is the Lord to all,
 compassionate to all his creatures. ℟
3. The Lord is just in all his ways,
 and holy in all his deeds.
 The Lord is close to all who call him,
 who call on him in truth. ℟
SECOND READING: Philippians 1:20-24, 27.

GOSPEL ACCLAMATION:
Alleluia, alleluia! Open our hearts, O Lord, that 
we may listen to the words of your Son. Alleluia.

GOSPEL: Matthew 20:1-16.

COMMUNION ANTIPHON:
You have laid down your precepts to be carefully 
kept; may my ways be firm in keeping your statutes.

❈

❈
CHUR C H  OF  TH E  WOR D

25th Sunday in Ordinary Time  Year A 
Divine Office: Week I  20 September 2020

The Acts of the Apostles

Saint Paul, Byzantine ivory relief, 6th – 
early 7th century (Musée de Cluny)

The Acts of the Apostles is “part two” of 
the good news narrated by Saint Luke.

It is important to keep Luke’s continuity 
in mind: continuity between 
the good news of Jesus and the 
good news of his missionary 
Church. The all-important link 
in the chain of continuity is 
the Holy Spirit. Just as Luke 
spoke about the influence and 
power of the Holy Spirit in the 
life of Jesus, so he shows the 
unleashing of the gifts of that 
same Spirit in the life of the 
Church, when the Apostles, 
Mary and other disciples were 
gathered in the Upper Room 
at Pentecost.

The Acts of the Apostles 
are just that: acts, i.e. their 
agenda as guided by the Holy 
Spirit. Look at it in terms of the 
continuum, “within–between–
beyond”. The Holy Spirit within 
each believer joins them 
together as a community 
united (between) in prayer and 
the “breaking of the bread”, 
and sends them beyond into 
mission. The same dynamic 
occurs with Saint Paul whose 
conversion we read about in 
Acts 9 and 22. The work of the 
Spirit within him, led him into 
the fellowship of the followers 
of Jesus, and pretty soon he 
became the most zealous 
missionary of them all, going 
well beyond the boundaries of 
Palestine as it was then.

But the process wasn’t a 
walk in the park, and we 
soon find some unpleasant 
tensions and conflicts in the 
early Church. This can be a 
good thing. For one, it forces people to clarify 
their thoughts. But also makes them trust 
guidance from above rather than their own 
human abilities. The big tension at the time was 

about the identity of the Church and her field 
of mission. Was Christianity merely a Jewish 
“reform” (as many believed) or was it open to 

all? Was it “catholic” – that is, 
universal? Paul could become 
pretty hot-headed about this! 
He was adamant that Jesus 
came to save ALL, not just 
a few. And that one did not 
need to pass through the 
Jewish faith first to become a 
Christian. 

When matters got tense it 
was decided to call a council, 
an assembly of the Apostles 
and other early leaders in 
the Church to “look into the 
matter” (Acts 16:6). This is 
now known as the Council of 
Jerusalem, the first of dozens 
of councils in the 2000-year 
history of the Church called to 
discern where the Holy Spirit is 
blowing in changing contexts 
and circumstances of history. 
It is quite significant that the 
“minutes” of the Council of 
Jerusalem contain the words, 
“It has been decided by the 
Holy Spirit and by us….” What 
a claim – Holy Spirit and us! 
(Acts 15:28) But this is in 
continuity with the mission of 
Jesus, sent by the Father in 
the power of the Holy Spirit, 
who before his Ascension (Acts 
1:6-11) gave the commission 
to “go into the whole world”.

The early Church used to 
build altars facing East as a 
symbol of Christ Risen – the 
rising sun. But go to modern-
day Jaffa (Joppa in Acts 10, 
where St Peter had his vision) 
north of Tel Aviv and you will 

find the people facing west, looking to the 
lands across the Mediterranean sea. This is 
deliberate, to symbolise that the Church must 
look beyond, always towards mission.

Live the Word 
T H E  W E E K  A H E A D

(KEY: SOLEMNITY; FEAST; Memorial; (Optional Memorial)
A=Apostle; E=Evangelist; M=Martyr

Mon 21 Sep ST MATTHEW, AE
Ephesians 4:1-7.11-13; Psalm 19; Matthew 9:9-13
Matthew tells his own conversion story in his Gospel. 
For Matthew, Jesus' name was mercy – this was his 
personal experience as an apostle. His Gospel is 
not called the Gospel of Mercy for nothing. 

Sun 27 Sep 26TH SUNDAY IN ORDINARY TIME
Ezekiel 18:25-28; Psalm 25; Matthew 21:28-32
The Holy Spirit moves with power through creation, 
through mighty winds and tongues of fire. It will not be 
manipulated or restrained. Yet it can also be seen in 
as simple an action as offering a cup of water to drink.

Sat 26 Sep  (Ss Cosmas & Damian, Ms)
Ecclesiastes 11:9–12:8; Psalm 90; Luke 9:43-45
The cross and the resurrection will echo through every 
human life. The dark periods in our lives usually have 
something to teach us – and eventually they give way 
to periods of joy. Darkness passes, but joy lasts forever.

Fri 25 Sep  Liturgy of the Day
Ecclesiastes 3:1-11; Psalm 144; Luke 9:18-22
It is humbling to know that what we are most familiar 
with – our own life – seems so insubstantial and frag-
ile. But the best evidence of God's care for us is our 
life itself. We all bear the mark of the Creator's hand.

Thu 24 Sep Liturgy of the Day  
Ecclesiastes 1:2-11; Psalm 90; Luke 9:7-9

We don't look to Herod as a model for faith, but he 
certainly had a determination to find out just who Jesus 
was. Who do you say that he is? Is he a living presence 
in your life? Are you determined to know him better?

Wed 23 Sep St Pius of Pietrelcina
Proverbs 30:5-9; Psalm 119; Luke 9:1-6
How important is it for us to know how deeply God 
loves us? How would this knowledge affect our 
daily lives? And what kind of response could we 
make for so great a gift?

Tue 22 Sep (St Maurice & companions, Ms)  
Proverbs 21:1-6.10-13; Psalm 119; Luke 8:19-21
In today's Gospel, Jesus defines a broader concept 
of family – one that goes well beyond blood relatives. 
He tells us that if we put God's word into action we 
become members of this large family – his family.
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