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As Missionary Disciples we can support 
Christ’s mission by:

Being faithful to  our baptismal commitment 
in our daily life

Praying daily for the missions
Helping our parish to be Mission Aware
Make a financial donation to help the 

missions
Donations can be made to the                                               

Pontifical  Mission Societies 
Absa Bank

Account Number   4048 6053 13 
Ref: Diocese + Cell number.

 or by scanning the QR Code  below 
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Dear Brothers and Sisters …

Jeanne Bigard

In his message to 
the church for World 
Mission Sunday, 
Pope Frances writes: 
“Once we experience the 
power of God’s love, and 
recognise his fatherly 
presence in our personal 
and community life, we 

cannot help but proclaim and share what 
we have seen and heard.” 
He goes on to say “Jesus’ relationship with his 
disciples and his humanity, as revealed to us in 
the mystery of his Incarnation, Gospel and 
Paschal Mystery, shows us the extent to which 
God loves our humanity and makes his own our 
joys and sufferings, our hopes and our concerns 
(cf. Gaudium et Spes, 22). Everything about 
Christ reminds us that he knows well our world 
and its need for redemption, and calls us to 
become actively engaged in this mission: “Go 
therefore to the highways and byways, and 
invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is 
excluded, no one need feel distant or removed 
from this compassionate love.” (Pope Francis - 
Message for World Mission Sunday 2021)

Traditionally, October is the month in which the 
entire global Church comes together to support 
the mission of the church. Financial donations for 
the missions, taken up at Masses throughout the 
world, are sent to the Solidarity Fund which was 
established a number of years ago by the 
Pontifical Societies for the Propagation of the 
Faith, Holy Childhood and St Peter the Apostle. 
The funds are then distributed at an annual General 
Assembly where all the National Directors, from 
around the world, review the applications for 
funding and make decisions based on need and 
funds available. Funds are used to support 
churches, hospitals, schools, catechetics and 

vocations in countries where the church is new, 
young or poor. 

On this special day, every Catholic community in 
every country around the world stands in 
solidarity as “a sign of the unity of faith, love and 
justice, that unites all the faithful and all the 
particular Churches in the world, in communion 
with the universal Church.”      (PMS Statute, Art. 67).

“We cannot but speak 
about what we have seen 

and heard” (Acts 4:20) 
While the Solidarity Fund gets special attention 
on World Mission Sunday, it is important to 
remember that the work of the Pontifical Mission 
Societies is not simply about collections but is 
essentially about Prayer, Formation and Charity. 
We are a worldwide network, present in every 
local church, that aims to assist with the work of 
evangelisation through prayer, formation and 
charity. 

In this issue of Our Mission we have an article 
giving an overview of World Mission Month, the 
Solidarity Fund, and some excerpts from Pope 
Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday. 
We also take a look at the life of Pauline-Maria 
Jaricot the foundress of the Society of the 
Propagation of the Faith. It is expected that Ms 
Jaricot will be beatified in 2022, the 200th 
anniversary of the founding of the society. We 
will also explore the work done at Little Eden, 
one of the projects supported by the Solidarity 
Fund.
Wishing you all a blessed Mission Month, 
Yours in Mision,                             

        Fr Jerry 

http://www.vatican.va/archive/hist_councils/ii_vatican_council/documents/vat-ii_const_19651207_gaudium-et-spes_en.html
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World Mission

Sunday 
October 2021

Pope Francis’ message for World Mission Sunday this year 
reflects on the theme: “We cannot but speak about what we have 
seen and heard” (Acts 4:20). He reminds us that, “as Christians, 
we cannot keep the Lord to ourselves,” as we “recall with 
gratitude all those men and women who by their testimony of life 
help us to renew our baptismal commitment to be generous and 
joyful apostles of the Gospel.”

Make a financial Donation to help the Missions
ABSA  Bank: Pontifical Mission Societies
Account Number: 4048 6053 13 or Scan the QR Code
Ref: Diocese + Cell number

One Sunday 
for the whole 

World

Every Year, Something 
Special Happens on 
t h e n e x t - t o - l a s t 
Sunday of October. 

W O R L D M I S S I O N 
SUNDAY j o i ns a l l 
Catholics of the world 
into one community of 
faith. At Mass that 
Sunday, we recommit 
o u r s e l v e s t o o u r 
c o m m o n v o c a t i o n , 
through Baptism to be 
missionaries, through 
prayer, participation in 
the Eucharist, and by 
giving generously to 
the collection for the 
S o c i e t y f o r t h e 
Propagation of the 
Faith.

.On World Mission Sunday,	
we	join	our	Holy	Father	in	
suppor4ng	his	missions.	As	we	
pray	and	respond	here	at	home,	
we	share	in	those	celebra4ons	
taking	place	in	every	parish	and	
school	throughout	the	world.	
Together,	through	our	prayers	
and	financial	support,	we	bring	
the	Lord’s	mercy	and	concrete	
help	to	the	most	vulnerable	
communi4es	in	the	Pope’s	
missions.

In a world where	so	much	
divides	us,	World	Mission	Sunday	
rejoices	in	our	unity	as	
missionaries	by	our	Bap4sm,	as	it	
offers	each	one	of	us	an	
opportunity	to	support	the	life-
giving	presence	of	the	Church	
among	the	poor	and	marginalized	
in	more	than	1,111	mission	
dioceses.

With	gra4tude	for	your	
Mission	Solidarity

for the        
Whole World  one 

Sunday
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WE CANNOT KEEP THE LORD TO OURSELVES 

Once we experience the power of God’s love, and recognize His fatherly presence in our personal 
and community life, we cannot help but proclaim and share what we have seen and heard.... “Go 
therefore to the highways and byways, and invite everyone you find” (Mt 22:9). No one is 
excluded, no one need feel distant or removed from this compassionate love.... As Christians, we 
cannot keep the Lord to ourselves: the Church’s mission finds outward fulfillment in the 
transformation of our world and in the care of creation.... The theme of this year’s World Mission 
day – “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), is a summons to 
each of us to “own” and to bring to others what we bear in our hearts.

THE EXPERIENCE OF THE APOSTLES

The first Christians began the life of faith amid hostility and hardship... those experiences impelled 
them to turn problems, conflicts and difficulties into opportunities for mission... Nothing and no one 
was to be excluded from the message of liberation. Like the Apostles and the first Christians, we 
too can say with complete conviction: “We cannot but speak about what we have seen and heard” 
(Acts 4:20). Everything we have received from the Lord is meant to be put to good use and freely 
shared with others....The first Christians, far from yielding to the temptation to become an elite 
group, were inspired by the Lord and His offer of new life to go out among the nations and to bear 
witness to what they had seen and heard: the good news that the Kingdom of God is at hand....

THE PANDEMIC NECESSITATES MISSION OF COMPASSION

The pandemic has brought to the fore and amplified the pain, the solitude, the poverty, and the 
injustices experienced by so many people. In these days of pandemic.... there is urgent need for 
the mission of compassion, which can make that necessary (social) distancing an opportunity for 
encounter, care and promotion. “What we have seen and heard” (Acts 4:20), the mercy we have 
experienced, can thus become a point of reference and a source of credibility enabling us to 
recover a shared passion for building “a community of belonging and solidarity worthy of our time, 
our energy and our resources” (Fratelli Tutti, 36).

AN INVITATION TO EACH OF US

On World Mission day, which we celebrate on the penultimate Sunday of October, we recall with 
gratitude all those men and women who by their testimony of life help us to renew our baptismal 
commitment to be generous and joyful apostles of the Gospel. Let us remember especially all 
those who resolutely set out, leaving home and family behind, to bring the Gospel to all those 
places and people athirst for its saving message. To be on mission is to be willing to think as 
Christ does, to believe with Him that those around us are also my brothers and sisters. May His 
compassionate love touch our hearts and make us all true missionary disciples.

Excerpts from the message of 
Pope Francis for the 

celebration of                  
World Mission Sunday 2021.

“We	cannot	but	speak	about	what	we	
have	seen	and	heard”	(Acts	4:20)
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Her life

Pauline-Maria Jaricot (1799-1862) is 
well known in our world and is a 
woman of exceptional quality. She 
was born into a well-to-do family of 
s i lk merchants in Lyon. She 
experienced a meteoric conversion 
at the age of 17 and consecrated her 
life to God with a solemn vow in the 
chapel of the Virgin Mary in 
Fourvière in Lyon, France. With a 
whole host of initiatives she set out 
to relieve all the misery and suffering 
around her. She created the Living 
Rosary movement, a form of prayer 
that still exists today.

The Rosary

The Living Rosary grouped its 
members in fifteens, being in 
spir i tual communion with one 
another, saying a decade of the 
Rosary – at that time a Rosary had 
15 decades in order to pray together 
the whole Rosary. It was a renewal 

of the rosary prayer, rooted in 
meditation on the Gospel, wanting to 
contemplate Jesus through the eyes 
of Mary. By the time Pauline Jaricot 
died, there were more than two million 
devotees of the Living Rosary in 
France, without counting the numbers 
in other countries.

Her work

But what she wanted to do above all 
was to spread the Gospel throughout 
the whole world by supporting the 
Missions. To do so she launched the 
Movement for the Propagation of 
the Faith, which was central to the 
funct ioning of the Pont ifical 
Missionary Societies, in which each 
donor should find ten others and, in 

A Christian Woman
 and Missionary

At twenty seven years of age, Pauline 
created the LIving Rosary Movement 
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so doing, would play the role of being 
an active member of the missionary 
network of the Church. 

Pontifical Society 

In 1922, just a century after its 
foundation, the work of the Propagation 
of the Faith, inspired by Pauline-Maria,  
was raised by Pius XI to the status of a 
pontifical work and saw its seat 
transferred to Rome. In 1926 the same 
Pope paid homage to the missionary 
genius of Pauline and introduced her 
cause of beatification. For the first time, 
the whole Church was called to 
celebrate the Sunday of Universal 
Mission, the second last Sunday of 
October.

Promotion of Her Cause

On May 26, 2020, Pope Francis 
authorized Cardinal Angelo Becciu, 
Prefect of the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints, to promulgate the 
Decree concern ing the mirac le 
attributed to the intercession of the 
Venerable Servant of God Pauline 
Maria Jaricot.  

Responding to the news, Archbishop 
Giampietro Dal Toso, President of the 

Pontifical Mission Societies and 
Adjunct Secretary of the Congregation 
for the Evangelization of Peoples 
declared "It is a moment of great joy 
for the Pontifical Mission Societies 
throughout the wor ld . We are 
ex t reme ly happy because the 
Congregation for the Causes of Saints 
has announced the recognition of the 
miracle attributed to Pauline Jaricot, a 
French laywoman, foundress of the 
Pontifical Society for the Propagation 
of the Faith, the first of the Pontifical 
Mission Societies. This is a very 
important step: it means that her 
commitment to the mission, made up 
of prayer and charity, speaks and is 
still significant today for the universal 
Church".

A n n o v e n a o f p r a y e r f o r t h e 
intercession of Vernerable Pauline 
Jaricot follows on the next page. 

Pauline Maria Jaricot 
1799-1862

A photo of Pauline where she is showing 
the expansion of the Missions



A Novena of Prayer 
through the intercession   

of Venerable 
Pauline-Marie Jaricot 
Founder of the Pontifical 
Mission Society for the 

Propagation of the Faith

We	offer	this	prayer	of	Intercession	
and	Request	for	9	days	for:			
			•			A	par4cular	recovery
			•			A	prepara4on	for	a	feast	or	an			
								event
			•			The	mission	of	the	Church	and		
								its	developmet

Begin with the Sign of the Cross.
Then say:
Lord Jesus Christ,
You came into the world that we may have 
life and have it to the full. 

Pauline-Marie Jaricot devoted herself to 
sharing in your work,
Establishing the Propagation of the Faith for 
all who do not know of this Life,
and the Living Rosary for those who desire 
it more abundantly.

Venerable Pauline Jaricot,
you who consecrated your life to spreading 
the kingdom of heaven by serving God and 
people, intercede for us that God may …

    (… Mention your intention here...)

We ask this in the name of Jesus 
Christ who is Lord for ever and ever.     
Amen 

Our Father ...

Hail Mary ...

Glory Be ...

Venerable Pauline Jaricot, pray for us.

Mary, conceived without sin, pray for 
us who have recourse to thee.

Lord,	You	who	inspired	
Blessed	Pauline-	Marie	Jaricot

To	found	the	Propaga4on	of	the	Faith
And	the	living	Rosary.

As	well	as	her	total	commitment
To	the	cause	of	mission	of	the	Church,

Hasten	the	day	when	the	Church	will	be	able	to	
celebrate	the	saintliness	of	her	life.

May	her	example
Lead	a	great	number	of	Chris4ans
To	devote	themselves	to	the	Gospel

So	that	the	men	and	women	of	our	4me	and	all	
peoples	may	discover	your	infinite	love
Manifested	in	Jesus	Christ	our	Lord

Who	lives	with	you	in	the	unity	of	the	Holy	
Spirit	for	ever	and	ever.	

Amen

Pontifical Mission Societies                      
South Africa, Botswana and eSwatini                          

Contact us: info@missio-sacbc.org 
www.missio-sacbc.org
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ngiThe year 2021 has been 
unpredictable, with so many 
lives, businesses, jobs and 
opportunities lost. While we 
were not spared from this, at 
LITTLE EDEN our precious 
angels continue to inspire us as 
we keep hope alive.

LITTLE EDEN Society is a 
r e g i s t e r e d n o n - p r o fi t 
organisation providing life-long 
care to 300 children and adults 
wi th profound inte l lectual 
disability in two custom designed 
residential facilities – Domitilla 
and Danny Hyams Home in 
Edenvale, and Elvira Rota Village, 
in Bapsfontein. Our precious 
angels will never be self–reliant 
and require daily care 24/7/365.  
We care for the most marginalised 
of this group of vulnerable 
people with over 70% of them 
having no family or support.

The Covid-19 era has been one 
of the most challenging times in 
the history of the Society. The 
organisation relies on donations 

from the public to keep its doors 
open and with many donors 
experiencing financial crises due 
to the pandemic, the volume and 
v a l u e o f d o n a t i o n s h a v e 
subsequently declined. As part of 
the means to limit opportunity of 
cross infections, home visits are 
currently restricted which has a 
direct and negative impact on 
gaining new donors and sharing 
the needs of the Society with the 
public. 

Yes, it’s been a challenging and 
uncertain time but there are so 
many blessings for which to be 
grateful. We hold onto the 
s c r i p t u r e i n t h e b o o k o f 
Philippians 4:6 that reads, "Do not 
be anxious about anything, but in 
every th ing by prayer and 
supplication with thanksgiving let 
your requests be made known to 
God." At LITTLE EDEN, we 
continue to put our trust in Divine 
Providence, pressing forward, 
and thanking God for His 
blessings including our precious 
donors. 

Washing Day Blues 
Little Eden at

In May this year, LITTLE EDEN 
celebrated its 54th anniversary. 
Over the years, this has been a 
home to many residents and for 
some, the only one they have 
ever known. LITTLE EDEN has 
brought great joy, relief and 
assistance to many families. 
One of the Society’s highlights 
was the admission of three 
brothers. The mother, who was 
unemployed at the t ime, 
expressed gratitude for LITTLE 
EDEN’s intervention when her 
youngsters were admitted. How 
else would an unemployed 
mother of three cope with the 
boys of various ages, who had 
al l been diagnosed with 
profound intellectual disability 
due to a suspected genetic 
disorder? 

Furthermore, an anonymous 
international funder made a 
generous donation towards 
much-needed upgrades to 
both facilities. Currently the 
building project is in phase 
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two. The joy of the residents as they witness 
the renovation process taking place is 
absolutely heart-warming! Phase one of the 
building project comprised of a new 26-
bedroom residential wing at Elvira Rota Village, 
named Mary’s Mill. 

The milestones reached at LITTLE EDEN 
always give us a reflective moment of the 
humble beginnings of our Founders Maria 
Hyams, affectionately known as Domitilla and 
her husband, Danny. Their deep spiritual 
Catholic devotion to Jesus and his mother, 
Mary, remained their guiding light in their quest 
for a better world for their disadvantaged 
neighbours. The Cause process for the 
Founders of LITTLE EDEN Society reached an 
important milestone on 10 April 2021, with the 
Opening Session of the Inquiry for the Cause 
for Sainthood of the Servants of God, Domitilla 
and Danny Hyams at Christ the King Cathedral 
in Johannesburg. Key features of the Opening 
Session were the presentation by the Postulator 
to the Archbishop of the Libellus (Letter of 
Petition), the Nihil Obstat (Letter of no 
objection) from the Holy See and letter of 
support from the Southern African Catholic 
Bishop’ Conference. This paved the way for the 
appointment of, and oath taking by, the officials 
of the Cause. The list of witnesses and other 
relevant documents were presented to the 
Archbishop. All this is done to fulfil the 
canonical requirement, which governs the 
process. Formal interviews with numerous 
witnesses will allow the Archbishop to make a 
formal submission to the Congregation for the 
Causes of Saints for their consideration. 

Caring for 300 children and adults with 
profound intellectual disability is indeed a 
mammoth task with constant challenges. Not 
the least among them is replacing much 
needed equipment and appliances. 

We use industrial washing machines to 
accommodate the high volume of daily 
washing.  With most of the residents on nappies 
and because of our use of towelling napkins (for 
environmental and cost saving purposes) we 
wash 2500 nappies and up to 3 tons of clothing, 
linen per day. The recent  cold weather mean 
that these numbers dramatically increase. 
Currently two of our machines which we have 
had for over 15 years, have reached the end of 
their life span and need urgent replacement. 

We appeal to you to support the replacement of 
these machines. The specifications are as 
follows: a Girbau Model RMS623LC EL 23 kg 
heavy-duty washing machine valued at 
R139 438; and a Girbau Model LS332PM EL 32 
kg heavy industrial microprocessor washing 
machine valued at R206 500. 

Donations can be made through our website https://
www.littleeden.org.za/donate.php. Alternatively, an 
EFT through LITTLE EDEN Society bank account: 
Bank Name: First National Bank
Account name: Little Eden Society
Account number: 5468 0928 009
Branch: Karaglen
Swift / BIC code: FIRNZAJJ
Branch Code: 252-442
For internet banking Branch Code: 250 655
For more information about LITTLE EDEN contact 
PR & Communications Co-Ordinator, Rethabile 
Lechela, on 011 609 7246 or info@littleeden.org.za


